
The Map Viewer constitutes the front end of the 
SimpleLayers system, where users visually interact 
with maps and the data layers included within. The 
Map Viewer launches in a separate window from 
back-end tools. 

Map Tools (5.3)Ops Panel (5.4)
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5.0 The Map Viewer

Map Window (5.2)

5.1: Map Viewer Elements



For obtaining map information. 
Hover over a feature for tooltip, 
click for point-query, click/drag for 
box-query. Helper tools: buffer a 
point-query; set embedded urls to 
open new windows automatically.

For shifting the map area 
of extent. Helper tools: 
p a n t h e m a p t o a 
specified point. 

The map tools provide different ways to interact with the map window, with the tool in use 
indicated by the cursor design. A tool is selected by clicking the appropriate tab, which will 
display “helper tools” in the region beneath.

5.2 Map Window

5.3 Map Tools

5.3.1 Info Tool: 

5.3.2 Pan Tool:

5.3.3 Zoom Tool:

5.3.4 Digitize Tool:

5.3.5 Distance Tool:

This is where the map layers are displayed and the user may directly manipulate the 
map via map tools (info, pan, zoom, digitize, measure). Regardless of tool selection, 
right-click will allow for saving the map image as PNG or JPG.

~ Return to layer list 
~ Zoom to layer extent 
~ Opacity control 
~ Revert to last save 
~ Layer on/off status 
~ Labeling 
~ Force layer to redraw 
~ Exclude layer from search 
~ Tooltip: Type text as you wish it to appear in 
~ ~ the tooltip window. Reference attributes 
~ ~ using [square brackets]. 
~ Classification: Define general scheme in the 
~ ~ main panel. Customize individual rules in the 
~ ~ Info panel. 

~ Layer on/off status (checkbox) 
~ Layer z-order (click & drag) 
~ Access layer properties (click layer name) 

~ Single Symbol: Choose a single style for all 
~ ~ features. 
~ Unique Value: Vary styling according to a single 
~ ~ attribute. 
~ Equal Interval: Vary styling according to a single 
~ ~ numeric attribute, divided evenly into the 
~ ~ selected number of rules. 
~ Quantile: Vary styling according to a single 
~ ~ numeric attribute, divided into the selected 
~ ~ number of quantiles (divisions containing 
~ ~ equal numbers of members). 
~ Custom: This selection appears when auto 
~ ~ generated rules are modified.

5.4.1 Layers Tab

5.4.1.2 Layers Properties

5.4.1.3 Layers Classification

5.4 Operations Panel

5.4.1.1 Layers List
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    Layers tab:   Layer display & properties 
    Search Tab:  Perform multi-criteria searching 
    Display Tab: Set start conditions, background, highlight colors; take screenshots

For creating new map features or re-editing existing ones (this tool 
will only appear when specifically authorized by the map-owner). 
Helper tools: specify target-layer, delete portions of input, save input.

For measuring distances between points 
(this tool will only appear when specifically 
authorized by the map-owner). Helper tools: 
specify units & view output.

For adjusting the map scale (click/
drag to zoom-in). Helper tools: 
Adjust zoom level via +/- buttons.
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The Search Tab contains tools for multi-criteria searching, either across an entire layer 
extent or just the area in view:  

~ Specify target layer for searching 
~ Use “Add Criteria” to build search criteria (conducting a search with no 
~ criteria specified will return *all* layer records) 
~ Select checkbox for “limit to mapped area” to limit search to present map-extent. 
~ Advanced Option: Select checkbox for “Filter based on remembered 
~ search results” to conduct spatial filtering 
~ Results are display on the map in red  
~ Selected items from the results list are highlighted in yellow  
~ Results may be explored through an interactive table 

◦ Column sort 
◦ Column Filter 
◦ Column Resize 
◦ Column Reorder 
◦ Select multiple features via control-click and shift-click 
◦ Zoom to feature via target-icon 
◦ Export all or part of result set to CSV 
◦ Use “remembered” items as spatial filter for subsequent search 

5.4.2 Search Tab

Reload Map: Reloads all map layers and other 
parameters. Use this button when you need to 
see a newly-added layer appear in your map. 

Save Settings: Will save current map settings 
(layers on/off, map extent) as the new start-
conditions. 

Background: Choose a map background 
pattern or color. 

Unselected Result Style: Change the “found 
item” colors from the default (red/opaque) to 
another color/opacity. 

Selected Result Style: Change the “selected 
item” colors from the default (yellow/semi-
opaque) to another color/opacity. 

Save Image: Save a screenshot of the map 
window to your local drive.

5.4.3 Display Tab

The Display Tab contains tools for 
controlling map display parameters and 
related functions. 
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Displayed for the Layers tab (layers list) and the Display tab. 
~ Legend 
~ Scale 
~ Map name and Owner 
~ User name, and access level

Displayed for the Layers tab (layers properties), displaying color classification rules 
generated through that interface. 

The information panel displays parameters according to which tab is selected in 
the operations panel.

5.5.1 General Information: 

5.5.2 Layer Classification Rules: 

5.5.3 Search/Query Results: 

5.5 Info Panel

Displayed for the Search tab. The layer info panel will display results from 
Query and Search operations (note that a map query will cause the Search tab 
to become active if it is not already active). The search results panel offers 
several convenience functions: 
   ~ Columns: sort, resize, swap order 
   ~ Filter within a column 
   ~ Zoom to single feature (target-icon) 
   ~ Select multiple records (control-click, shift-click) 
   ~ Zoom to selected items 
   ~ Digitize selected 
   ~ Remember items (selected/unselected/all) for use in subsequent searches 
   ~ Export (all/selected/unselected/remembered) as CSV to local drive

Allows a usr to step back/forward through the history of map extent changes 
conducted via zoom/pan operations. Note: double-clicking on the “back” arrow will 
restore the map to start-extent.

Resizing(
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5.6 Miscellaneous Tools
The Map Viewer includes certain miscellaneous tools not covered elsewhere.

5.6.1 Map History Buttons

5.6.2 Guide

5.6.3 Resizing Handles
Dragging these handles will resize the map window within the browser window.

This opens up a guide document (either the SimpleLayers default doc or an 
organization’s customized document) in a new window.


